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How to Use Ectocore for Full-
Length Song Creation in Eurorack

The Ectocore by Toadstool Tech x infinitedigits is a powerful sample
manipulation eurorack module with emphasis on FX sequencing, slicing,
and rhythmic intricacy. Here’'s how to harness its features to move beyond
loops and build dynamic, full-length tracks within your modular setup.

Key Features for Song Creation

- Grimoire (Glyph Selection): Change the active set of effects (FX)
used on your samples. Each glyph can represent a different
section or mood for your song.

- Break (FX Density): Adjust how often FX trigger, letting you ramp
up intensity for choruses or breaks, and scale back for verses.

- Sample & Bank Select: With 16 banks and sample selection per
bank, you can sequence entire structures by switching banks for
verse, chorus, bridge, intro, etc.

* Amen & Amen Attenurandomizer: Morph your rhythms and re-
sequence slices for evolution over time, avoiding static loops.
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* CV Inputs: Modulate almost any parameter with external
envelopes, LFOs, random sources, sequencers, or even MIDI-to-
CV interfaces.

Patch Strategies for Song Length & Structure

1. Automated Section Changes

* Scene Control: Use a sequencer or preset manager to change
Ectocore’'s Bank and Sample. Each bank can contain audio
matching a different part of your song (e.g., intro, verse, build,
drop).

- Manual Scene Shifts: Use the “Tap” and “Sample” or “Bank”
buttons to select new sections in performance.

2. Section-Based Effect Sculpting

- Assign different Grimoire settings for each song part. For
example:

* Intro: Minimal FX, clean sample.

» Verse: Light gating/chopping.

* Chorus/Drop: Dense FX, looping, fills using Amen fully right for
fills between loops.

* Bridge/Breakdown: Use “Break” to thin out FX for tension.

3. Real-Time FX Performance

» Break and Amen can be swept in real-time (by hand or CV),
creating evolving performances. Automate for verse/chorus
dynamics or dramatic drops.

« With Amen Attenurandomizer and external modulation, introduce
glitch, randomness, or precise control over slice behavior.



4. Clock & Trigger Utilities

* Clock In/Out for synchronization with the rest of your rack
(drums, sequencers, MIDI clock).

* Tap Tempo for tempo control and transition cues.

* Trigger Output Modes let you generate fills or trigger external
modules for transitions (launch a reverb burst, trigger drums,
start a delay swell, etc.).

5. Integrating with Other Modules

* Crossfading/Layering: Use Ectocore’s audio output into a stereo
mixer. Layer with other sample players, voices, or synths. Switch
banks or samples in Ectocore to change arrangement layers.

* Live Resampling: Route Ectocore’s output into a looper or
sampler (e.g., Morphagene, Lubadh) to create evolving beds or
transitions.

 FX Chains: Send the output through external distortion, delay,
verb, or granular FX for extra drama between sections.

Example “Song Structure” Patch

Instruments:

- Ectocore

- Sequencer with CV and gate outs

- 4-channel performance mixer

- Drums (sample-based or analog) - Clock generator

Workflow: 1. Intro: Clean bank/sample, minimal FX. Set Grimoire for no/
low FX. 2. Verse: Bank change via sequencer or manually, denser FX
(Break knob up), Amen adding groove. 3. Chorus: Next bank; Grimoire set
for heavy FX, Break and Amen both up high, wild fills. 4. Bridge/Break:
Trigger external slow delay on Ectocore out; lower Break, set Amen for
new/generative patterns for breakdown feel. 5. Return/Repeat: Crossfade
back to previous banks and sections using the performance mixer.



Combine this with melodic lines or bass from other voices, using the
Ectocore as the core textural/sample element.

Tips for Avoiding “Stuck in a Loop"

+ Automate Everything: Ectocore thrives on modulation—use slow
LFOs or sequencer CV to mutate its functions over your track.

* Treat Banks/Samples as Song Sections: Switch them in time with
your arrangement.

- Dynamic FX Density: Use Break for ebb/flow. Less on the verse,
more on the chorus, none for breakdown, etc.

« External Triggers for Fills: Use Ectocore’s trigger-out to fire off
events in the rest of your rack at key transitional moments.

For more creative ideas and firmware updates, check the official Ectocore
Github.
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