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Turning Beats into Songs: Using
the Quanalog Boubou to Build
Full-Length Eurorack Tracks

Creating compelling grooves and sound design with drum modules is

almost routine in Eurorack, but expanding that into a dynamic, evolving 

song is a different art. The Quanalog Boubou is a 5-voice analog, filter-

based drum module that—when paired with other modules—can become a

launchpad for full-length, structured tracks. Below, I’ll break down

strategies to transform your sketches into songs, using Boubou as both a

drum machine and a flexible signal processor.

1. Build Dynamic Rhythms with Modulation
and CV Control

Groove Variation:

Each drum voice (Kick, Toms, Snare, Hats) offers CV input for

pitch, resonance, decay, and other parameters. Use slow LFOs,

sequencers, or random voltage sources (like the Turing Machine

or Pam’s New Workout) to automate these for evolving, non-

repetitive patterns—think “human feel” and subtle progression.

Accent and Dynamics:

Instead of just sending triggers, use envelopes or stepped
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voltages to the trigger inputs for velocity-sensitive playing (as

suggested: plug a step CV into the trigger input). This allows for

soft/hard hits, ghost notes, and nuanced fills over time.

2. Turn Drums into Harmonies and
Soundscapes

Filters as Signal Processors:

Every drum voice in the Boubou can process external audio (just

remove triggers and send audio into the module). This means you

can run a pad, bassline, or sample through, using the analog filter

and VCA as a sound shaper. Automate filter cutoff and resonance

via CV for evolving textures.

Layering and Merging:

Without trigger inputs, toms and snares become analog filters/

VCAs—great for processing synth lines or even vocals. This

cross-processing allows seamless morphing from rhythm to

melodic/harmonic roles.

3. Create Song Structure: Sections, Drops,
and Transitions

Scene Control via Switches and Sequencers:

Use sequential switches (e.g., Doepfer A-151) or sequential CV

control (e.g., Mutable Instruments Stages, Make Noise Voltage

Block) to change patterns, drum timbres, or routings every X bars

—laying out distinct intro, verse, chorus, breakdown, and drop

sections.

For example: 

Inverse the decay CV on the hats for breakdowns (long

ringing cymbals). 

Bring up click and overdrive on the kick for climaxes.

Route melody through Boubou’s toms for filtered,

percussive breakdowns.
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Mute/Fill Automation:

Use gate mutes, switches, or logic modules (e.g., Mutable

Instruments Branches, or XOR logic) to drop voices (e.g., hats/

snare) in/out for instant variation and tension/release moments.

4. Integrate with Melodic and Harmonic
Systems

Side-chain and Ducking:

Use the kick’s envelope or trigger out to modulate VCAs or filter

cutoff in other synth voices for classic side-chain pump effects.

Bass Drum as Oscillator:

Patch the kick output directly to your mixer along with melodic

bass sources for layered, hybrid kicks—or use its sine/overdrive

oscillator for sub bass lines, modulated via CV for movement.

Hybrid Drum/Melodic Roles:

Run VCOs through Boubou’s snare or hat sections using them as

decaying VCAs for plucks, hi-hats, or percussive synth taps.

5. Macro Control and Performance

Macros via CV:

Group multiple CVs (using a controller or MIDI-to-CV module) to

simultaneously control aspects like chorus-to-breakdown sweeps,

distortion level on kicks, or Decay/Resonance morphing on hats/

snare.

Performance Rack:

Since Boubou takes up only 28hp and isn’t a CPU hog, pair it with

a sampling module (for breaks/vocals), a few modulation sources

(LFOs/envelopes), and a simple sequencer to create a full song

system with hands-on performance control.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



6. Automation Tips for Song Evolution

Morphing Drum Sounds:

Automate parameters per section (e.g., LFOs with stepped

outputs, clock dividers, or even preset voltage recall). This lets

basic beats grow, collapse, or shift character across a timeline—

analogous to DAW automation.

Processing/Reprocessing:

Use Boubou’s analog character to “grit up” digitally-clean synths.

Route phrase samples back into Boubou’s filters/VCAs for lo-fi

breakdowns, or even as transitions between scenes.

Example Song Flow Using Boubou

Intro:

- Filtered melodic sequence through Boubou’s Hi Tom as a notch filter. -

Hats at near-closed, decay via slow LFO.

Verse:

- Kick, snare, dual toms with moderate resonance, driven by sequencer/

triggers. - Subtle modulation of pitch and decay for organic feel.

Breakdown:

- Remove triggers from drums, route bass or chord stabs into Boubou’s

Snare or Tom filters, open resonance. - Hats decay opens up, perhaps mix

in another audio signal.

Drop:

- Slam the Overdrive and Click on the Kick, all drums back in, accentuated

with velocity CV. - Macro CV sweeps open on all drums, gradually muting

and unmuting per pattern.
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In Summary

The Boubou is designed not just as a drum sound source, but as an analog

processing hub for sound design and song evolution. Its CV-rich

environment and dual drum/filter/processor nature allow you to:

Animate and morph drum voices over time for “song-ness.”

Integrate drums tightly with bass, melody, and FX for continuous

narrative.

Use signal routing, muting, automation, and cross-processing for

transitions and dynamic structure.

Pair it with sequencers, controllers, and performance tools for

real-time macro changes.

Your entire rack can become a “composition machine” with Boubou at its

core, handling the backbone while you shape the form and flow.

Generated With Eurorack Processor
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