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How To Use the Erica Synths x
Sonic Potions LXR in Composing
Full-Length Eurorack Songs

Creating a full-length song in eurorack is a unique challenge, especially as

many modular synths excel at generating fantastic loops, beats or

textures, but lack conventional linear composition tools. The LXR Eurorack

Drum Module is a powerful, performance-oriented digital drum synth.

Below you’ll find strategies for leveraging the LXR—alone and in

combination with other modules—to overcome the “loop trap” and

construct dynamic, evolving tracks and full songs.

1. Leverage Kit Morphing for Song Sections

LXR Feature: The Morph function lets you gradually shift from one kit

(sound/parameter set) to another.

Application:

- Create several drum kits (e.g. Verse, Chorus, Fill, Breakdown) with varying

sound and parameter presets. - Use morphing (in Performance Mode) to 

gradually or suddenly move between sections during a song (e.g. bring in

more high-end/metallic sounds for choruses, more sub for drops). -

Automated with CV, Morph can become a macro control to transition

between song parts without stopping.
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2. Dynamic Modulation & Automation via Mod
Matrix + CV

LXR Feature: The Modulation Matrix allows 3 mod slots per voice, with 5

external CV inputs. Application:

- Use external sequencers or modulation sources (LFOs, Envelopes,

Random generators) to automate drum parameters over time.

- Modulate filter cutoff, decay, morph, sample rate, or effects parameters

for evolving timbres. - Program gradual increases in sample rate reduction

for breakdowns, filter sweeps for transitions, etc.

3. Performance & Live Techniques

LXR Feature: Performance Mode gives real-time parameters “under your

fingers,” including trigger buttons and global sample rate FX. Application:

- Manually mute, trigger, or tweak drum voices during the performance to

build and drop energy. - Use external modules (like mute switches or

voltage-addressed gates) to gate or reroute FX and drums on-the-fly. -

Combine LXR’s onboard FX (drive, ringmod, compressor, delay) with CV

modulation for live fills, risers, or drops.

4. Song Structure with Sequencers or CV
Scene Switchers

External Sequencer: Use a voltage-addressable sequencer or

pattern generator (Yarns, Hermod, NerdSeq, etc.) to sequence

LXR’s triggers/CVs, automate pattern changes, or recall Morph

and kit states.

CV Scene/Matrix Modules: Use modules like Matrix Mixers,

Sequential Switches, or CV Preset Managers to change routings,

modulation patterns, or even LXR kit morphs in “scenes”, moving

you through song parts.
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5. Arrangement via Modular Utilities

Combine with: - Logic/Clock Dividers: Change drum patterns rhythmically

(different divisions for intro, verse, etc.) - Switches/Mutes: Manually (or via

CV) bring in/out drum voices or FX buses for arrangement. - Samplers/

Loopers: Sample the LXR live, slice up loops, and resample for

breakdowns or transitions. - Mixers/VCAs: Automate fade-ins, fade-outs,

drops, or bring in intensity changes for various song sections.

6. Sound Variation & Humanization

Use the LXR’s accent and modulation routings for adding random

or controlled accent velocities and parameter tweaks, so

repeated patterns don’t feel static.

Modulate FM or transient generator settings for per-hit variation.

Small randomization via CV or built-in accent makes longer

patterns feel “alive”.

Example Song Structure in Modular with LXR

Section Techniques/Modules

Intro
Sparse LXR kit, low pass filtered hats, slow LFO morph to

bring up highs/brightness.

Verse
Full beat, accents modulating snare decay, subtle

ringmod on hats for movement.

Chorus
Morph to “stereo/wider” kit, FX drive or delay ramps up,

perhaps additional percussion CV-triggered.

Breakdown
Sample rate reducer heavily modulated, externally muted

kicks, bring FX wet/dry up.

Drop
High energy kit with big transistor kick, unmute extra

percussion, open hat routed to delay.
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Section Techniques/Modules

Outro
Gradually morph to a minimal kit, CV automate decays

shorter, FX bus faded out by mixer.

Tips for Full Songs: Live Recording/
Multitracking

Performance Automation: Record multiple takes tweaking morph,

FX, mutes, or kit load/save. Edit or layer in DAW or multitracker.

CV Recording: Use modules that can record/playback CV for

parameter automation over song length (e.g., Mutable

Instruments Marbles, Expert Sleepers Disting EX, or voltage

recorders).

MIDI Integration: If using a MIDI-to-CV converter, external DAW, or

groovebox, automate LXR’s CVs with song-length MIDI CC

envelopes.

Summary

The LXR Eurorack Drum Module is not only a drum machine, but a

playable, morphable, and highly modulatable instrument within your

modular. By using external sequencers, modulation sources, mutes/

switches, mixer automation, and kit morphing, you can sculpt dynamic,

non-linear full-length arrangements.

Think of each drum kit as a “scene” in your song.

Use real-time and CV control for dynamic transitions.

Combine with modular utilities (sequencers, stored voltages,

matrix mixers, clock modules) to build the backbone of your track

automation and structure.

Generated With Eurorack Processor
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