
Earthquaker Devices —
Afterneath

Manual PDF

Afterneath Eurorack Module Operation Manual (PDF)

Using the Afterneath Eurorack
Module in Full-Length Song
Creation

As a fellow eurorack synthesizer musician, you know the joy of patching up

mesmerizing grooves, pulsing basses, and snappy beats. But when it

comes to structuring those moments into full-length songs—dynamic

journeys with intro, build-up, breakdown, and release—it requires both

musical strategy and creative patching. The EarthQuaker Devices

Afterneath Eurorack module is more than just a reverb: its flexible signal

path, deep modulation, and unique features turn it into an instrument for

evolving arrangements and cinematic transitions.

Below, I'll break down ways you can use the Afterneath, in concert with

other modules, to structure and sculpt compelling, long-form

compositions.

1. Transitions, Movement & Scene Changes

Slow Parameter Modulation:

Assign gentle LFOs or slow random voltages (like from Mutable

Instruments Marbles or Make Noise Wogglebug) to the Drag,
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Diffuse, and Length CV inputs. Over the course of minutes, the

Afterneath can morph from crisp, compartmentalized echoes to

seamless, cavernous washes, signaling to the listener that a new

section has begun or an atmosphere is shifting.

Song Section Transitions:

Use a sequencer or manual control to shift the Drag Mode

(especially to octave/quint or pentatonic quantization modes),

and sculpt the reverb tail into a harmonic or melodic element to

set up breakdowns, outros, or scene changes.

2. Build-ups, Drops & Climaxes

Feedback Path Processing:

Patch Reflect Send through external effects (distortion, resonant

filters, pitch shifters, or even delays) then back to Reflect Return.

Automate the intensity by sending enveloped CVs to the external

processor or Reflect attenuator. This creates tension during build-

ups, emphasizing a drop or climax when you cut or saturate the

feedback.

Self-Oscillation as Instrument:

Turn up Reflect and Length for controlled self-oscillation. Use CV

from sequencers, envelopes, or even a pitch CV source to "play"

the reverb as a melodic drone or screaming lead during climaxes,

then dial it back for clarity in verses/choruses.

3. Textural Evolution & Ambient Foundations

Always-on Soundscape:

Send a mix of auxiliary sound sources (field recordings, pads,

drones) into Afterneath. Sequence the Mix parameter or use the

Dry Kill switch for subtle wet/dry blending, letting ambient

elements rise to the forefront or recede for dynamic arrangement.

Stereo Motion:

Use the Pro Tip from the manual: patch Output and Reflect Send

to separate stereo channels or through external panners (e.g.,

Happy Nerding PanMix), offering continually evolving stereo

breadth and motion over the song’s duration.
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4. Melodic & Harmonic Generators

Quantized Modes (3–9):

Use Drag CV (with quantized modes like major, minor, or

pentatonic) as a pseudo-arpeggiator or melody generator. Feed

random CV or clocked stepped voltages to Drag CV input—this

"plays" the buffer melodically, and can act as a generative lead or

harmonic pad, structured by your song’s form.

5. Dynamic Song Arrangement with External
Control

Hands-on Performance:

Use manual tweaking (or footswitches, with utility modules) to

activate the Dry Kill for epic breakdowns or minimalist bridge

sections. 

Sequencer/Automation:

Program changing CV patterns for Drag, Diffuse, and Mix in sync

with your song’s sections using a CV sequencer (e.g., Malekko

Voltage Block or Winter Modular Eloquencer).

6. Recording, Sampling, and Reprocessing

**Record evolving Afterneath output into your DAW or a eurorack

sampler (e.g., 4ms Stereo Triggered Sampler), then slice or trigger

those layers at different sections of your song.

Layer and Resample:

Use Afterneath’s output as resampled “glue” for transitions, drops,

and textural fills throughout your arrangement. Modulate

parameters in real time as you record, for maximal sonic

variation.

7. Hybrid Approaches

MIDI-to-CV Performance:

Employ MIDI controllers and MIDI-to-CV modules to automate or
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perform dramatic shifts, washes, or textural swells with

Afterneath parameters, perfectly synced to other modular or DAW

elements during a live set or recording.

Practical Song Structure Example

Intro:

- Dry sound with subtle Afterneath wet signal, slowly opening Dampen and

Length for increasing depth.

Build-up:

- External feedback processing adds grit via distortion and envelope-

followed modulation of Reflect.

Drop:

- Engage Dry Kill, crank Reflection and Drag for a burst of harmonically-

quantized self-oscillation—release for a sudden return to clarity. Bridge or

Ambient breakdown:

- Only Afterneath output, with Drag swept slowly and Mix modulated for

evolving, haunting drone. Return/Climax:

- Reintroduce rhythmic elements, blend main and Reflect Send outputs in

stereo, modulate Diffuse for "opening-up" feel.

By thoughtfully automating or performing Afterneath parameters

(especially via external CV), you can make this reverb not just an effect, but

an active protagonist in your song’s arc—just as important as your

percussion, bass, or lead voices.
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