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Creative Patch Ideas for Kaona
Zazou: Generative Eurorack
Module

The Kaona Zazou is a powerful generative melody and sequence generator

for Eurorack, using a range of mathematical, serial, algorithmic, and fractal

principles for melody/sequence creation. As a module that outputs four

independent channels of notes, gates, and MIDI—while relying on external

modules for rhythm and sound—it becomes an engine for melodic

unpredictability and harmonic innovation. Here are some creative patching

ideas and module combinations to get the most out of Zazou.

1. Generative Quartet: Zazou, Drum Trigger,
MIDI Hybrids

Modules Used:

Zazou

Rhythm/Gate Generator (e.g., ALM Busy Circuits Pamela’s New

Workout, Mutable Instruments Grids, or Kaona Skippy)

MIDI-CV Synths (e.g., Expert Sleepers Disting EX, Arturia

Microfreak, or any polysynth with MIDI in)

Eurorack Sound Sources (Oscillators, Drum modules)

Effects (e.g., clouds/Granular, delay, reverb)
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Patch Idea:

- Use a rhythm generator (Pam's, Grids, or Skippy) to trigger Zazou’s gate

inputs, creating polymetric rhythms across 4 melodic voices. - Connect

Zazou’s MIDI output (TRS A/B) to a multi-timbral polysynth—it can play

four separate voices, each with a unique algorithm. - Use Zazou’s CV/gate

outs to drive Eurorack voices in parallel for modular vs MIDI texture

contrasts. - Process the outputs through granular or reverberant effects for

spacey polyrhythms.

Creative use:

- Assign different note algorithms (e.g., one track ARPEGGIO, one

WALKINGBASS, one MANDELBROT, etc.) for a tightly controlled yet

evolving ensemble. - Offset root, scale, or sequence on each channel for

rich harmonic interplay.

2. Fractal Harmonics Meets Analog
Generators

Modules Used:

Zazou

Stereo Oscillators (e.g., Make Noise STO, Intellijel Dixie II+)

Filters/VCA/Envelopes

Chaotic/LFO Generators (e.g., Endorphin.es Airstreamer, Instruo

Scion)

Loopers/Delays (e.g., Befaco FX Boy, Mutable Instruments

Clouds)

Patch Idea:

- Apply a fractal algorithm (e.g., Julia, Mandelbrot, Sierpinski) on one or

more Zazou tracks for self-similar motif generation. - Each output triggers

a classic synth voice (VCO/VCF/VCA/ENV), and may also trigger a chaotic

CV modulator for dynamic filter sweeps. - Use delays or loopers to layer

recursion, reflecting Zazou’s mathematical principles in echo/reverse.

Creative use:

- Cross-modulate that track’s CV with LFOs or sample & hold for evolving,
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never-repeating patterns. - Use Zazou’s ornament feature for “flourishes” in

unexpectedly timed spacings.

3. Generative Inspiration Partner for Live
Performers

Modules Used:

Zazou

Sampler/Looper (e.g., 1010music Bitbox, Eloquencer)

MIDI Drum Machine/Sampler (e.g., Elektron Digitakt)

MIDI Clock Router (e.g., Mutable Yarns, Doepfer A-190 series)

Patch Idea:

- Zazou as an "improviser": Configure it to output melodic/harmonic

accompaniment into Digitakt or Bitbox via MIDI. - Live performer (you or

another musician) plays along, with Zazou following or leading with gate/

sync triggers. - Use the MIDI sequence or note data to trigger percussion

samples rhythmically locked to your evolving harmonies.

Creative use:

- Periodically change the SEQUENCE, SCALE, or ALGORITHM live for real-

time “band changes.” - Use the “mute” feature on Zazou Live to drop in/out

sections, driving breakdowns and builds hands-on.

4. Generative Melodic Randomization Meets
Quantization

Modules Used:

Zazou

CV Quantizer (e.g., Intellijel Scales, ADDAC207)

Sequencer (e.g., Make Noise Rene, Winter Modular Eloquencer)

CV Recorder/Looper (e.g., Tesseract Modular Step Fader)

Patch Idea:

- Use Zazou’s CV note/gate outs in random or serial mode, then run them

through a quantizer (forcing chromatic or modal constraints). - Feed this
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into sequencers or step recorders for capturing and mutating generative

“licks” and “riffs.” - Layer the generative and step content to produce

complex, hybrid lines.

Creative use:

- Send quantized Zazou outputs to percussive modules (e.g., ringing

metals, LPGs) for tuned percussion with unpredictable, musical phrasing.

5. Generative Chording & MIDI Polyphony

Modules Used:

Zazou

Polyphonic MIDI Voice Module (e.g., Mutable Instruments Yarns, 

Polyend Poly 2)

Analog or Digital Poly Synth (e.g., Korg Minilogue XD, Novation

Peak)

Patch Idea: - Configure Zazou for "one algorithm per track, same MIDI

channel" and output a 4-voice polyphonic sequence to your MIDI polysynth.

- Build chord progressions in Zazou, with evolving voices and voicings—

beautiful for pads, keys, or even abstract textures. - If possible, use your

MIDI polysynth’s own modulation and effects to further evolve the

generative structure.

Creative use: - Randomize velocity and duration on different tracks for

expressive, humanized polyphonic chords that subtly (or not so subtly)

mutate over time.

6. Algorithmic Drum Pattern Generation

Modules Used:

Zazou

Drum Synth Modules (e.g., ALM Akemie's Taiko, Erica Synths

Drum Modules)

Envelope/Decay Processors (for velocity-sensitive drums)

CV-Gate to Drum Trigger Conversion
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Patch Idea: - Use Zazou tracks not just for melody, but to trigger drum

modules: - ARPEGGIO for basic patterns, - WALKINGBASS for bass drums,

- SERIAL for glitchy hats or claps - The velocity outs modulate amplitude or

timbre for accent/ghost-note dynamics.

Creative use: - Enable ornament positions to insert surprise triplets, trills,

or extra hits—great for generative breakbeats, IDM, or live electro.

General Module Recommendations

Rhythm/Gate Generators: Pam’s New Workout, Grids, Varigate,

Skippy 

MIDI-CV/Polyphony: Polyend Poly 2, Expert Sleepers FH-2,

Mutable Yarns 

Envelopes & VCAs: For amplitude control and velocity dynamic

response 

Chaotic/LFO Sources: Make Noise Maths, Xaoc Batumi, Zlob

Diode Chaos 

Random/Probabilistic Gates: Mutable Marbles, Acid Rain

Maestro 

Quantizers: Intellijel Scales, Doepfer A-156 

Effects Processors: Mutable Clouds, Mimeophon, Endorphin.es

Milky Way

Extra Tips

Experiment with Tuning and Scale: Zazou is microtonal-friendly;

dial its tuning to mesh with non-standard scales.

Use GATE Lengths for Groove: Some modules (like Skippy) can

vary the length of gates sent to Zazou, changing note length/

groove in real-time.

Mix MIDI and CV Worlds: Output simultaneous MIDI and CV to

bridge external synths with your modular.
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Live Sequence Manipulation: The interface and mutes make it

playable—use it as a generative “musician” in improvised

sessions.

Generated With Eurorack Processor
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https://github.com/nstarke/eurorack-processor
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