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Creative Patch Ideas: Erica
Synths Fusion Plasma Drive

The Erica Fusion Plasma Drive is a unique distortion module harnessing

high-voltage xenon tube discharges, offering CV control, EQ, and innovative

octave-tracking features. Here are some creative ways to integrate it into

your eurorack system:

1. Dynamic Voltage Distortion

Patch: Use an envelope generator (e.g., Make Noise Maths, 

Intellijel Quadrax) to modulate the Voltage CV input.

Result: Create dynamic, evolving distortion timbres that follow

the amplitude contour of your input sound. Perfect for drums,

basslines, or aggressive leads that "breathe" with your sequence.

2. Trigger-Based Rhythmic Distortion

Patch: Send drum triggers or random gates (e.g., Mutable

Instruments Grids, ALM Pamela’s PRO Workout) to the Oct Trig

and Sub Trig inputs.
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Result: Gate the Plasma Drive’s octave-tracking oscillators

rhythmically, turning static riffs into percussive, distorted textures

with ever-shifting harmonic content.

3. Waveshaping with Complex Audio Sources

Patch: Route the output of a wavetable oscillator (Mutable Plaits, 

Noise Engineering Loquelic Iteritas) through the Plasma Drive.

Result: The intense distortion will introduce wild new harmonics;

combining it with the oscillator’s internal shaping adds even more

complexity. Control the Dry/Wet CV with a slow LFO for moving

blends.

4. Parallel Processing and Aggressive Stereo
Imaging

Patch: Mult your audio source into two paths—one dry and one

through the Plasma Drive. Use a stereo mixer (Happy Nerding 3x

Stereo Mixer, Intellijel Mixup) to pan both paths hard left/right, or

combine each with additional processing (e.g., reverb, delay).

Result: A rich, wide stereo field with massive contrast between

the dry and distorted signals.

5. Formant-Style EQ Modulation

Patch: Assign CV control to the module’s Treble and Bass via

external CV sources (using voltage-controlled EQ if available via 

Tiptop Audio Z2040, or modulate the EQ switches on the Plasma

Drive).

Result: Sweep EQ settings rhythmically or in response to note

events for throaty, vocal-like or morphing harmonic content.
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6. Glitch & Experimental Soundscapes

Patch: Send random or stepped CV sequences (e.g., Make Noise

Wogglebug, Turing Machine) to Voltage CV and/or Dry/Wet CV.

Result: Non-repetitive, evolving distortion artifacts ideal for glitch,

noise, or leftfield electronic music.

7. Subharmonic Enhancement for Kick/Bass

Patch: Use the Octave Down tracking oscillators, triggered via

gates from a kick drum sequencer, to enhance bass elements

with rich subharmonics.

Result: Fat, earth-shaking basslines with controllable, distorted

sub presence.

8. Feedback Paths

Patch: Route the Plasma Drive’s output back into a mixer’s aux

send/return, or patch a feedback loop through additional effects

(e.g., delay, chorus).

Caution: Use attenuators & VCAs (ALM Tangle Quartet, Intellijel

Quad VCA) to control feedback gain and avoid damaging levels.

Result: Self-oscillating, howling textures that can be tamed for

drones, risers, or chaotic FX.

Suggested Pairings

Wavefolders: Combine with Intellijel Bifold for complex distortion

layering.

Filters: Use with a sharp filter (Doepfer A-124 Wasp, Mutable

Ripples) pre/post Plasma Drive to shape harmonics.

Random/Gate Utilities: Mutable Marbles for generative rhythm/

gate interplay with octave triggers.
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Compressor: Tame wild output with a WMD MSCL or similar

eurorack compressor.

Final Tips

Experiment with sequencer-triggered stereo tricks by modulating

Dry/Wet and Voltage CV with unrelated, polyrhythmic patterns.

The Plasma Drive excels with both tonal and noise-based

materials—try feedbacking FM percussion or even vocals through

it!
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