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Creative Patching & Module
Pairing Ideas for the Erica Synths
Drum Mixer

The Erica Synths Drum Mixer is a high-headroom, compact 7-channel
Eurorack mixer tailored for percussive elements but brimming with utility
for creative patching. Here's how you can push its limits:

1. Parallel Drum Processing

* Patch: Mult out individual drum voices to both the mixer and
separate FX chains (via a passive mult or buffered mult).

* FX Chains: Use eurorack effects like distortion (e.g., Hexinverter
Red Dragon), delay (Make Noise Mimeophon), or bit crushing
(Dreadbox Dystopia).

* Result: Blend dry/processed signals, use the COMP (compressor)
and RELEASE controls to dial in punch and glue, then route AUX
SENDS to spatial or modulation FX for extra movement.

2. Voltage-Controlled Drum Bus Gating

- Patch: Use a VCA (e.g., Intellijel Quad VCA) after the mixer's
output, CV controlled by a sequencer or envelope.
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* Result: Create rhythmic "chopping" or sidechain-style gating
effects on your drum bus, rhythmic ducking, or accentuating
breakbeats.

3. Creative Stereo Imaging

* Patch: Use the MAIN and AUX OUT as left/right signals to create
a pseudo-stereo image.

- Combine With: Stereo image processors (Joranalogue Enhance or
WMD Overseer) downstream for spectral width.

» Result: Drums come alive in a spatial mix; use pan modules (e.g.,
Doepfer A-134-1) before Drum Mixer for pre-balance.

4. CV Feedback Distortion Experiments

» Patch: Take the AUX SEND output into a wavefolder (Tiptop Fold
Processor) or other aggressive FX, then pipe back into a Drum
Mixer input.

* Result: Controlled no-input mixing or feedback distortion,
especially with COMPRESSOR for wild, unpredictable timbral
changes.

5. Dynamic Sound Design with Compression
Envelope

* Patch: Modulate COMP and RELEASE with CV-able utility
modules (using e.g., VCA+Offset for manual hands-on control or
LFO for evolving dynamics).

* Result: Evolving, animated drum buses that push beyond simple
static compression.

6. Using AUX as Instant FX Sends

» Patch: Take AUX SEND to a spring reverb or modular delay (Erica
Synths Pico DSP), return to Drum Mixer channel.



* Result: Wet/dry mixing on the fly—bring in reverb/delay tails only
on fills or breakdowns for live performance drama.

7. Mix Melodic and Percussive Signals

* Patch: Not just drums! Use Drum Mixer for gnarly basslines or
noise bursts next to percussion, then compress as a group.

- Combine With: Noisy oscillators (Noise Engineering Basimilus
Iteritas Alter) or chaotic sources (Mutable Instruments Marbles).

8. Group Sidechaining via External Envelope

* Patch: Route the whole drum group to a compressor module
(Endorphin.es Squawk Dirty to Me) after Drum Mixer main out, CV-
ing the sidechain from a kick envelope.

* Result: Classic "pumping" sidechain for modular techno and
hybrid EDM rigs.

Experiment with patch routing and module order—Eurorack encourages
breaking the rules! The Drum Mixer excels both as a drum bus and as
creative modular utility. Happy patching!
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