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Creative Uses for the ADDAC714
VINTAGE CLIPPER in Your
Eurorack

The ADDAC714 is a dual-channel, diode-based passive soft clipper for
Eurorack, featuring symmetrical/unipolar clipping, gain controls, built-in
lowpass filtering, and gain compensation. Its distinct "vintage" dirty sound
and dual-channel structure make it a flexible tool for both subtle signal
protection and intentional sonic degradation.

1. Waveshaping, Overdrive, and Harmonic Generation

- Oscillator Mangler: Place the 714 after a clean VCO (e.g., Intellijel
Dixie 11+, Mutable Instruments Plaits) to add harmonics and grit.
Use both channels for stereo/dual-oscillator shaping, or chain in
series for extra destruction.

- Wavefolder Pre/Post Processing: Patch a sine or triangle wave
first through a wavefolder (e.g., Tiptop Audio Fold Processor,
Befaco Chopping Kinky), and then into the 714. Adjust symmetry
for varying harmonic overtones; symmetrical clipping generates
both odd & even harmonics, while asymmetrical focuses on odd
only.
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2. Dynamic Signal Sculpting

« After VCA Dynamics: Use the 714 after a VCA, where the
amplitude of an envelope-shaped sound is clipped to taste; works
great for percussive sounds (e.g., kicks, snares). The lowpass
filtering removes unpleasant highs from aggressive clipping.

* Ahead of Compressor/Envelope Follower: Put the 714 before a
compressor (e.g.,, WMD Compressor) or envelope follower for
interesting distortion artifacts translated into control signals.

3. Creative Routing Tricks

 Send-Return FX Loop: Place the 714 in an FX loop path, perhaps
paired with reverb/delay (Make Noise Mimeophon, Strymon
Magneto), to dirty-up the wet signal while keeping the dry path
clean.

« Parallel Processing: Split a sound; run one copy dry, and one
through the 714, then blend using a mixer (e.g., Doepfer A-138).
This preserves transient attack while adding saturation.

4. Stereo Coloring & Summing

» Dual Mono or Stereo Use: Process stereo outputs (e.g., from
Make Noise Morphagene, Mutable Instruments Clouds) for
"analog tape-style" soft clipping on both L&R channels.

* Summing Clipper: After summing multiple voices, use the 714 to
"glue" stems together, as a brickwall limiter before an output
module.

5. Filtering & Tone Shaping

- Taming Harsh Digital Sources: Place after lo-fi samplers/granular
modules (1010 Music Bitbox, Qu-Bit Nebulae). The 3.3kHz
lowpass tames harsh digital edges.

- Post-Filter Drive: Place after a multimode filter (e.g., Mutable
Ripples, Intellijel Polaris) to add drive and dirt to the filtered
signal.



6. Drum & Percussion Enhancement

- Clip Claps/Snares: Route percussive modules (Hexinverter
Mutant Clap) through the 714 for punch without digital
harshness.

- Distorted Kick Channels: Add controlled drive to kick drums,
using the gain knob to set the "thwack" without overpowering the
mix.

7. Voltage-Controlled Patch Variation

« Patch an LFO or envelope into a VCA preceding the 714,
modulating its input gain—thus, the clipping threshold and
character change dynamically for animated textures.

Module Synergy Suggestions

Module Type/Brand Usage with 714
Waveshaper/ Pre or post-clipping for expanded harmonic
Wavefolder range
Stereo Mixer Parallel blending of clean/dirty signals
Compressor Serial signal sculpting for precise dynamics
Multi-mode Filter Tone sculpting before/after clipping
Envelope Follower Use clipped signal for mod source
Distortion/Fuzz Layered saturation effects
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